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Carlisle, Pennsylvania



To Mildred and Charles Bruce
who adopted me and gave me every 
opportunity to reach my potential.













































































He and his wife adopted a small boy and they changed 
that young man’s life. 

After Chad Bruce’s parents died, he became 
overwhelmed by feelings of gratitude.

Adopted as a baby in post-World War II Austria by 
Charles and Mildred Bruce, Chad started contributing to 
charities and music festivals in his father’s name. Calling 
his efforts the Charles Bruce Foundation, Chad hoped to 
support the arts by supporting local artists. Fast forward 
two years. He and his new friend (current wife), Pat 
LaMarche were moving furniture in his apartment when an 
antique tabletop swiveled. Hidden above the faux bottom 
was an envelope containing decades-old savings bonds 
with face values of $25 and $50. A quick trip to the bank 
yielded several times their original value – enough to hire 
an attorney and fi le all the paperwork to transform the 
Charles Bruce Foundation into a bonafi de 501c3.

Since then, the foundation has sponsored music 
festivals, murals, street musicians, art shows, individual 
performers and group events. Nearly all their work is fi nanced through a publishing wing of the charity. 
CBF publishes children’s books as well as adult fi ction and non-fi ction. They even publish comic books!

Chad Bruce, a graphic artist and world class harmonica player (Chad’s so good that he’s performed 
at presidential inaugurals for Presidents Clinton, W. Bush and Obama) collaborated with LaMarche – a 
journalist, homeless advocate and professional writer, yielding a catchphrase for the organization. WAM! 
helping Writers, Artists and Musicians. (Eventually WAM! took physical form - as you may have noticed 
in this coloring book). The foundation supports other forms of the arts as well, to include fi lm makers, slam 
poets, and more.

In 2026, for the fi rst time in our 13-years as a 501c3, CBF will be hosting a show outside the United 
States. Our Art from the Front Lines featuring the courage and creativity of Ukrainian artists, displayed 
by three US communities, showed in Pennsylvania, Minnesota and California. The show travels to the 
Nordfriesland Museum Nissenhaus in Husum, Germany. The show is a unique snapshot of work created in 
Russian occupied Vesele as well as the front line community of Losova in the Kharkiv region. Art historians 
have spent centuries cataloguing work created in wars dating back thousands of years. Our shows use 21st 
century technology to allow art fans to speak directly with modern-day wartime creators. Supply shortages, 
rolling blackouts and unimaginable grief impact the work done by people in times of war. We connect the 
peacetime public with these artisans.

You can make a contribution to the
Charles Bruce Foundation by scanning
this QR code or mail a check to the
Charles Bruce Foundation
PO Box 914
Carlisle, PA 17013




